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Breakout Sessions #3
The Intersection Between Restorative Justice and Forgiveness

Elaine Casquarelli
While forgiveness is not a necessary element of restorative justice process, people often grapple with issues of forgiveness as they move toward healing – forgiveness of self, others, or both.  Unfortunately, “forgiveness” can be a loaded term.  People who have been harmed are sometimes asked to forgive too soon or at a time when forgiving may bring more harm. In this session, we will explore the characteristics of genuine forgiveness and address the ways in which the processes of forgiveness and restorative justice may intersect with one another for the person who has been harmed, the perpetrator, and community members.  We will wrap up by exploring personal, spiritual, and community practices that facilitate authentic forgiveness and mutual understanding.

Reducing Routine Disruptions Among Juvenile Detention Residents Through Restorative Practices

Marjorie Bing Stanislaw & Kristine Johnson
Much of the time detention staff members (especially in juvenile detention) are overwhelmed and worn down by the constant routine disruptive behaviors such as backtalk and bickering among residents, as well as residents’ resistance to comply with almost any requests made of them.

This workshop will address real life situations using restorative practices. The techniques demonstrated can be used by staff to reduce the number of nuisance type behavior problems such as back talking and bickering.  These techniques and practices will teach staff  ways to work with residents that will make them more willing to complete tasks and honor the requests that staff  make of them. This workshop is recommended for line staff and supervisors of detention facilities and long-term residential placements. 
Social Responsibility and Youth: 

a restorative approach for parents and other working with young people
Katy Hutchison
Katy Hutchison will use the circumstances around her own story to discuss substance use, bullying, violence and ways to restoratively engage youth in making good choices for themselves.
Victim-Offender Dialogue

Mark Collins and Janet Koupash

This workshop will describe the Victim-Offender Dialogue process as used by the NYS Office of Court Administration’s Office of Alternative Dispute Resolution & Court Improvement Programs (ADRCIP) in cooperation with the NYS Department of Corrections.  The ADRCIP has 18 years of experience providing VOD services to surviving victims and offenders who are incarcerated in New York state prisons, and even more experience helping to support restorative justice practices throughout the state.  The use of an HBO video of one of the earliest cases will be used to help describe the process.  Substantial time will be available for questions and comments.

Predicting RJ Success
Sylvia Clute

A systems theory for reliably predicting success and avoiding failure is essential

if Restorative Justice is to achieve its potential. This session considers such as

theory. The degree to which a program is built on the organizing principle of

Unity – an approach grounded in wholeness (consideration of the whole), shared

interests, respect, generosity and forgiveness – will predict the measure of its

success. The extent to which a program is built on duality – an approach

grounded in fragmentation and separation, us versus them, and “winning”

means that others must lose – is an indicator of the likelihood of negative

outcomes. The Stanford Prison Experiment will be compared to the Community

Model in Corrections to demonstrate these principles at work, the predictable

outcomes, and what underlies these two organizing principles. This systems

theory allows leaders and citizens to gauge in advance the soundness of

proposed programs, policies and laws, and to avoid deception, waste and

abuse.

School Stories: The Power of Story
Jeanne Carlivati and Mary Reed

Why is story telling such a powerful tool for restorative practices?  By listening to the stories of others and having the opportunity to share our own, we are able to understand that we have many things in common with each other as well as understanding  aspects of ourselves that we can't always see.
 

Practitioners who are using Peacemaking Circles to build community, problem solve and even resolve conflicts in their classrooms and their churches,  with their families,  and their staffs  have many stories to share about the successes they have experienced as well as some of the challenges. Please come to hear their stories and perhaps be willing to share some of your own.
