5th Annual Western New York Restorative Justice Conference
Wednesday, October 28

Breakout Sessions #1
Introduction to Restorative Justice
Reed Stewart              


This workshop is targeted to those new to Restorative Justice. In this workshop, you will learn about the principles of Restorative Justice, how it compares and contrasts to our prevalent justice system. You’ll also learn about how RJ principles lead to and inform various RJ practices. This workshop will be interactive and provide ample opportunity for discussion, questions and answers. 

Trauma and Restorative Justice

Elizabeth Meeker and Sue Klassen

Restorative Justice provides an entry point for post-traumatic healing and growth. Restorative Justice practitioners can better support this growth as they understand the effects of trauma, including how the cognitive processing of the brain can be affected. Learn about the interplay between the Enemy/Aggressor Cycle and the Victim/Survivor Cycle, and how restorative justice can help people break the cycles of violence trauma can create. 
Walking After Midnight: Deepening the Discussion
Katy Hutchison
An open café format circle will be facilitated by this morning’s Keynote speaker Katy Hutchison.  Katy will create space for participants to discuss in greater depth whatever issues come up from her story of reconciliation and life after trauma.

Restorative Justice: a Victim’s Perspective

John Chirinko & Ed Minardo

On November 21, 2005, John’s wife, Joanne was killed in a crash caused by a person who was under the influence of illegal drugs. On October 17, 2006, John participated in a Restorative Justice Conference with the individual who caused the crash. John is the devoted parent of two children, which played a prominent role in his interest in this process. John will talk about the events leading up to this meeting, his impressions of the conference that took place and where he is at almost three years afterwards. John’s presentation is a straightforward accounting of his desire to use restorative justice as a means to enhance his opportunity to personalize the justice process.
Applying Restorative Justice to the Criminal Case

Bonnie Lepold and Tiffany Szymanek

The Restorative Justice process has often times been utilized in the initial stages of a criminal court case, i.e. utilization of a community conference when working out a disposition short of a trial.  This session will be a step by step exploration of how restorative justice can be used at each phase of the process – from initial interview of defendants to preparing for sentencing after a trial.  The presentation will seek to address the role that each player in a criminal court case (the prosecutor, defense attorney, judge) can play in implementing restorative practices.  At the same time, the presentation will address the issues and concerns that have caused these players to be hesitant about taking a restorative approach.  

Rochester’s Juvenile Accountability Conferencing Program

Tom Dwyer
What is JAC? Learn about JAC from its beginning to the present, and the vision for the future. Hear stories of JAC conferences in schools, in the community and with gang members. Learn how JAC responds to Rochester’s cultural diversity. Hear about JAC’s successes and challenges in this interactive session. Learn about training opportunities for doing Juvenile Accountablilty Conferencing in your own schools and communities. Appropriate for teachers, school personnel, police officers, parole officers, social workers, and community members. 

