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FLRJC Mission  
 
Through education, 
advocacy, and 
implementation of 
restorative justice 
principles and practices, 
 
Finger Lakes Restorative 
Justice Center provides 

individuals, 
organizations, 
and communities 

 
with avenues to  

redress harms, 
repair relationships, 
and restore peace. 
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     New Zealand’s system of 
processing juvenile crime is 
instructive when considering 
restorative justice in our own 
country. In 1989, New 
Zealand enacted the Children, 
Young Persons. and their 
Families Act (CYPF). This 
replaced a “welfare-based” 
system and adopted a more 
“justice-based” model for 
addressing youth at risk. The 
new model uses family grou p 
conferencing (FGC) as the 
foundation for dealing with 
juvenile crime. Instead of 
processing juveniles through 
the court system, FGC brings 
family members, community 
members, and victims of crime 
together to address the harm 
done and come to a 
consensual agreement. 

 
     Family group conferencing 
has now become the standard 
response to dealing with 
juvenile crime in New 
Zealand. With the exception of 
homicide, all cases are 
diverted by the court to FGC. 
This has been advantageous 
for the court system; judges 
report up to an 80% drop in 
caseloads. Prisons and jails 
are seeing a decrease� 
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      If the Unites States 
could adapt and strive 
toward these goals at the 
national level, more local 
organizations would 
come on board with 
restorative approaches to 
crime. Unfortunately, in 
this country restorative 
justice advocates largely 
find individuals unrecep-
tive, organizations 
indifferent and 
governmental agencies 
to some extent uninter-
ested. We need to 
combat this by carrying 
out effective and 
productive FGC’s. 
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in numbers of inmates, 
preventing over-population 
and adverse conditions. 
However, avoiding 
incarceration does not 
mean that offenders are 
not held accountable; they 
are still responsible for 
setting right the harm to 
the greatest extent 
possible.  
 
     FGC builds on New 
Zealand’s indigenous 
culture. It reinforces 
traditions held by Maori 
and other tribal nations 
and may explain the 
receptiveness of 
restorative justice in New  

Zealand. Perceptions of 
the program have been 
quite positive and 
victim/offender satisfaction 
rates exceeding 90% are 
not unusual.  

 
     The effectiveness of 
FGC on recidivism has 
been subject to much 
debate. Since there has 
been a relatively short time 
frame since New Zealand 
enacted the CYPF Act, 
empirical studies are 
inconclusive. However, 
one researcher �
has identified that re-
offending rates go down 
when the offender has a 
positive and productive 
FGC session.  
 
     This includes: having a 
memorable conference, 
not being made to feel like 
a bad person, feeling 
involved in the conference 
decision-making, agreeing 
with the conference 
outcome, completing the 
agreed upon tasks, feeling 
remorse for what they 
have done, meeting the 
victim, apologizing, and 
feeling that they repaired 
the damage. 

     A new well-researched evaluation of restorative 
conferences for adult offenders in New Zealand 
contains highly positive results. The evaluation covers 
206 court-referred restorative justice conferences, all of 
which included victim participation (or representation) 
over a one-year period in four district courts. Interviews 
were collected from key stakeholders immediately after 
the conference and in a one-year follow-up. 
 
     Findings showed increased resolution of the effects 
of crime for victims who participate in restorative justice  
conferences, increased victim satisfaction with the 

 

criminal justice system, and 92 percent victim 
satisfaction with the conferencing process. 
 
     Conferences lowered re-offending among 
violent offenders and those with medium and high 
risk factors. These improvements occurred in spite 
of the fact that conferenced offenders were 
significantly less likely to be sentenced to prison 
and that those who were sentenced to prison 
served half the time as the comparison groups. 
 
     To read the research report, please go to: 
http://www.realjustice.org/library/nzreport05.html. 
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     People from six 
Western New York 
counties (Erie, Ontario, 
Wayne, Steuben, 
Genesee and Monroe) 
have found the first two 
meetings of the Western 
New York Restorative 
Justice Coalition 
encouraging.  We have 
had the opportunity to hear 
what others are doing, 
lessening the sense of 
isolation, and we have 
been able to plan together.  
 

     At our first meeting, 
Nov. 10, 2005 at St. John 
Fisher College, we 
discussed what we hoped 
to get from the Coalition.  
Our responses fell into six 
categories: networking, 
standards, advocacy, 
education, spirituality/ 
values, and funding/ 
organizational structure.  
We identified our priorities 
for the first year: 
networking; developing a 
mission statement; 
planning the next WNY 
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 Restorative Justice conference, 

and setting clear initial goals 
and objectives. 
 

     At our second meeting, Jan. 
20, 2006, at Genesee 
Community College (GCC) in 
Batavia, we continued to get to 
know each other and focused 
on planning the 3rd Annual 
Western New York Restorative 
Justice Conference, to be held 
September 29, 2006 at GCC.  
(See announcement at right) 
 

     Since Batavia is the 
geographic center for our 
region, we plan to continue to 
meet there. Our next meeting 
will be on Tues., March 21st, 
from 12:00-3:00 p.m. at 
Genesee/Orleans Council on 
Alcoholism & Substance Abuse, 
430 E. Main St, Batavia. 
 

.     Everyone is welcome. 
Check the FLRJC website 
(www.flrjc.org) under for more 
information, or contact me at 
585-265-4313 or 
sueklassen@flrjc.org.   
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Save the Date  
 

Friday,  September 29 th, 2006 

3rd Annual Western New York Restorative 
Justice Conference 

Genesee Community College, Batavia, NY 
Conable Technology Building 

 
 

Joining Hands: 
Building Relationships 

 to Build Justice 
 
 

Two tracks: 
Introductory for those new to restorative 

justice, and 
Advanced  for those trained and actively using 

RJ processes 
 

This conference will provide many 
opportunities for breakout sessions and 

networking. 

 
Check our website, www.flrjc.org for further updates. 
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     David Kaczynski, 
executive director of New 
Yorkers Against the Death 
Penalty (NYADP), will speak 
at SUNY College at 
Brockport Tuesday, March 7, 
6-8 pm, in the Seymour 
College Union Ballroom. The 
lecture is free and open to 
the public. A question and 
answer session will conclude 
the presentation, and will 
include opportunities for 
media interviews. 
 

     Kaczynski is the brother 
of Theodore Kaczynski — 
the so-called Unabomber 
who was arrested in 1996 
after David and his wife, 
Linda, approached the FBI 
with their suspicions that 
Theodore might be involved 
in a series of bombings that 
caused three deaths and 
numerous injuries over 17 
years.  
 

     Despite his diagnosis of 
paranoid schizophrenia, 
Theodore was charged 
capitally and only avoided 
the death penalty after his 
family waged a two-year 
campaign to convince the 
US Department of Justice 
that Theodore’s delusions 
had precipitated his violent 
behavior.  
 

     Under pressure from the 
media and advocacy groups, 
including the National 
Alliance for the Mentally 

Ill, the Department of Justice 
offered a plea bargain that 
spared Theodore’s life. 
However, it never publicly 
acknowledged that 
Theodore’s mental illness 
was a mitigating factor in his 
actions. 
 

     In 1998, David and Linda 
received a $1 million reward 
from the Department of 
Justice for their role in the 
Unabomber investigation, 
which they subsequently 
dedicated, minus attorney’s 
fees and taxes, to the 
victims and their families. 
With help from the 
Community Foundation for 
the Capital Region, they set 
up the Unabomber 
Survivors Fund, which 
distributed $680,000 to 
victims of the assaults. 
 

     Prior to joining NYADP, 
David was assistant director 
of the Equinox shelter for 
runaway and homeless  

youth in Albany, where he 
counseled and advocated 
for troubled, neglected and 
abused youth in the Capital 
District. As director of 
NYADP and as a board 
member of the National 
Coalition to Abolish the 
Death Penalty, he is 
currently focused on a 
campaign to ban the death 
penalty for people with 
serious mental illnesses. 
 

     Through his life and his 
work, David has sought 
solutions to human 
problems through 
understanding and 
compassion as opposed to 
violence and coercion. His 
story touches on the things 
we must learn and the 
balances we must achieve 
to keep our sense of 
humanity alive through 
adversity and crisis.  
 

     David is currently writing 
a book on violence and 
healing with Gary Wright, 
who was seriously injured 
by one of Theodore 
Kaczynski’s bombs in 1987.  
The book and the talk 
include restorative justice 
themes. 
 

     For further information, 
contact Virginia Campbell, 
Assistant Director of 
Marketing Communications, 
at (585) 395-5163 or 
��
!�'��C'��������"���  

Resource Center, 244 
S. Plymouth Avenue, 
and end at Highland 
Park where the rally will 
take place. For more 
information, please see 
the Coalition for Crime 
Victims’ website at 
www.rvictims.org. This 
website also lists local 
agencies and 
organizations that 
provide services to 
victims and survivors of 
crime. 
 
      At the national level, 
the US Department of 
Justice will kick off the 
observance on 
Thursday, April 20 with 
the Fourth Annual 
National Candlelight 
Observance. A National 
Awards Ceremony to 
honor individuals and 
programs for their 
outstanding efforts on 
behalf of crime victims 
will be held on Friday, 
April 21. 
 
     Additional informa-
tion on both events is 
available at 
www.ovc.gov-
/ncvrw/welcome.html. 
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positive impact that 
individuals and 
communities can have 
by providing services 
and support to victims 
and survivors of crime. 

     Victims’ needs are a 
top priority of restorative 
justice processes. 
Restorative justice helps 
victims by making it 
possible for them to 
meet with their offenders 
when they are ready. Via 
this process crime 
victims can express their 
pain to the person(s) 
responsible, get 

responsible, get answers, 
release resentment, re-
ceive restitution, regain 
dignity and have a say in 
the outcome. 
 

     In Rochester, there will 
be a Victims’ Rights march 
and rally on Saturday, April 
29. The march will begin at 
9:30 am from the Victims’  
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     The survey, commissioned 
by two UK organizations, Victim 
Support, which helps crime 
victims, and SmartJustice, a 
crime-prevention "think tank," 
and performed by ICM 
Research, polled a random 
sample of 991 adult victims of 
crime. 
 
     Director of research Paul 
McCold commented, "The 
survey confirms that crime 
victims are not especially 
punitive and the majority believe 
that restorative justice is in their 
interest." 
 
     To read Victim Support's 
report or see the survey results, 
please go to: 
http://www.realjustice.org/library
/vocsurveypr.html. 
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FINGER LAKES RESTORA TIVE JUSTICE CENTER 
c/o South Presbyterian Church 
4 East Henrietta Rd 
Rochester, NY  14620 
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Membership benefits: 

·  Quarterly newsletter  
·  Vote at membership meetings 
·  Notice of conferences and trainings 

 
Name:__________________________________ 
 

Address:________________________________ 
 

Phone: _________________________________ 
 

E-mail: ________________________________ 
 
Check one: D<
���� ������
�
'������:>���"E  
�  25 Individual membership  
�  $50 Agency membership 

Agency Name:________________________ 
�  $15 Student/ Senior membership 
�  $75 Friend 
�  $200 Collaborator 
�  $750 Advocate 
�  $1500 Peacemaker 
�  _______Limited income or other 
 

Membership fees and donations are 
100% tax deductible. 

 

I support the mission of FLRJC. 

Signature_______________________________�
 

For more information contact 
FLRJC at (585) 473-0970. 
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     A new survey in the 
United Kingdom shows 
that nearly two-thirds of 
crime victims believe that 
prison sentences don't 
prevent re-offending. 
More than half favor face-
to-face meetings between 
victims and offenders, so 
victims can relate the 
impact of the crime and 
offenders can take 
responsibility and make 
amends. 

 


